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Editorial

Dear Readers...
International Year of Forests (I'YF2011) Greetings

Forests contain some of our planet’s most vibrant ecosystems, displaying a
wondrous variety of birds, animals, and plants. Forests are the basis for more NP

than 5,000 products, from aromatic oil distilled from leaves to herbal ﬁx
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medicines, fuel, food, furniture and clothing; they prevent soil erosion and help
to regulate the climate; they provide clean water; they inspire us in art, /_
research and religion; and they are essential to the survival and well-being of -
people everywhere—all 7 billion of us. Yet, the world’s forests are facing

immense pressures and challenges. Key findings from the Global Forest BT ATICHAL YRR
Resources Assessment 2010 show that while deforestation has slowed some OF FORESTS - 2011
what in recent years as compared to the 1990s, it is still alarmingly high.

Continued deforestation has resulted in carbon emissions, shortages in water and food supply, and an
unprecedented loss of biodiversity. But the world is not standing idly by. Governments, international
organizations and forest stakeholder groups are taking action—to find ways of conserving and
sustainably managing forests for the benefit of present and future generations.

N
\Y‘

\\

The United Nations proclaimed 22 May as the International Day for Biological Diversity to promote a
greater understanding and awareness of biodiversity issues. The theme of the 2011 International Day for
Biological Diversity is forest biodiversity. The Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity
(CBD Secretariat) encourages governments and civil society everywhere to organize activities and events
to celebrate this day, raise public awareness, showcase good practices and inspire further actions for
preserving forest biodiversity.

This International Year of Forests (I'YF2011) event aims to raise awareness of the threats and challenges
faced by forests and to promote efforts for forest conservation and sustainable management. Maintaining
the world’s rich forest biodiversity will help us combat the climate crisis, alleviate poverty, support
human health, and leave our children and grandchildren the bountiful and beautiful legacy of living
forests that we enjoy today. Many of the essential benefits we derive from forests are underpinned by
forest biodiversity, as is the capacity of forests to adapt to pressures, including climate change. The
greater scientific, management and political focus on forest biodiversity conservation is offering new
understanding, insights and opportunities for responding more effectively to forest biodiversity loss.

Naturally yours

Vijikumar. S
Chief Editor



